HOW STRONG IS  BRITAIN?
ably changed. The modern monster battleship was
unknown in 1914, but on the other hand some of
the pre-war cruisers were considerably stronger than
their present-day successors which may not, by agree-
ment, exceed 10,000 tons. To-day, however, modern
destroyers are bigger and more heavily armoured than
the torpedo boats and the smaller torpedo-boat
destroyers of 1914.
1 As against this decrease in the strength of the British
Navy, we must remember that the strength of other
important navies has declined even more. Thirty-five
battleships made the German High Seas Fleet a very
worthy opponent for 58 British battleships in 1914, but
to-day the German Navy has accepted a relation of
100 : 35 in favour of the British Navy. The numerical
superiority of the British Navy over the German Navy
is therefore very great.
In 1914 Great Britain had to reckon with 14 Austrian
battleships in the Mediterranean, whilst to-day there
are, at the utmost, not more than 4 Italian battleships.
The Pacific is the only place in which a serious deteri-
oration in her naval strategic position has taken place.
In 1914 she was allied with Japan with her 17 battle-
ships, whereas to-day the 9 battleships of the Japanese
Navy cannot be counted as a friendly force.
A factor on the British side of the balance is that
to-day the French fleet with its 6 battleships is relatively
stronger within the framework of generally reduced
world fleets, than it was in 1914 with its 21 battleships.
And finally, a war between Great Britain and the
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